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CONGRESS RATIONALE:  

After the success of the 2024 Congress, this second edition expands the horizon of rheumatology by adopting a systems medicine perspective-
fusing clinical insights with molecular precision, digital technologies, and cross-specialty collaboration.  

Rheumatic diseases (RD), increasingly recognized as complex, multi-organ syndromes, demand a redefinition of both diagnosis and care. From 
immune cell atlases and new imaging tools to personalized therapeutic design, today's challenges require us to break traditional boundaries and 
engineer a new, integrated landscape for understanding and treating these conditions.  

This congress will highlight the latest advances in tissue-specific immunology, multi-omics, sex- based differences in RD, and the reprogramming of 
fibro-inflammatory niches.  

By bringing together global leaders in basic science, translational medicine, and clinical care, this three-day event aims to set the research and 
treatment agenda for the next decade. The ultimate goal: transforming discovery into precision care, improving the lives of patients with 
autoimmune and autoinflammatory diseases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENTFIC PROGRAM  

THURSDAY 07  

Opening Session – Welcome to the future of Rheumatology  

14:00 | Registration 
14:30 | Institutional Greetings & Opening Remarks  

15:00 | Keynote Lecture 
PsA: navigating between inflammatory and non inflammatory mechanism driving the disease spectrum  

Speaker: Dennis McGonagle  

Dealing with SLE: a complex, fast changing story  

Speaker: Andrea Doria  

SESSION I - Tissue-Directed Immunology  

Chairpersons: Fabrizio Conti - Francesco Dieli 
15:45 | DCs: the bridge between innate and adaptive immunity in SpA Simon Glatigny  

16:05 | Fibroblast reprogramming and matrix remodeling in rheumatic diseases Adam Croft  

16:25 | ILCs across inflammatory diseases: where are we now? Nadia Caccamo  

16:45 | Discussion and Q&A  

17:15 | Coffee Break  

 



17:45 SESSION II – Multidisciplinary assessment in the rheumatology clinic  

Chairpersons: Antonino Tuttolomondo - Dilia Giuggioli  

17:45 | Cardiovascular risk in rheumatic diseases Fabiola Atzeni  

18:05 | Spotting the zebra among horses: when autoinflammation takes it all Luca Cantarini  

18:25 | How to:lung ultrasound for the rheumatologist Carlo Perricone  

18:45 | Discussion & Audience Panel  

19:30|EndofDay1  

 

FRIDAY 08  

SESSION III – Anatomy, Imaging & tissue inflammation  

Chairpersons: Massimo Galia - Emilio Filippucci  

08:30 | US in subclinical inflammatory joint diseases Annamaria Iagnocco  

08:45| From sonoanatomy to sonohistology: US of the skin in rheumatic diseases Ingrid Möller  

09:00 | Muscle ultrasonography in rheumatic diseases Luis Coronel  

09:15 | Re-envisioning the CET enthesis at the lateral epycondile: from imaging to biopsy Chiara Rizzo  

09:30 | Insights from the PSACROSS study Maria Antonietta D’Agostino  

09:45 | Tissue analysis in Rheumatoid arthritis: designing trials, assessing inflammation and targeting remission Stefano Alivernini  



10:10 | Tenosynovium as a lens into RA progression Lavinia Agra Coletto  

10:20 | Discussion  

10:30 | Coffee Break 
 

SESSION IV - Gut-Joint-Lung Axis 
Chairpersons: Roberto Caporali - Carlo Francesco Selmi  

11:00 | The microbiome in SpA: a neverending story Maxime Breban  

11:20 | Linking mucosal barrier dysfunction to systemic inflammation Daniele Mauro  

11:40 | The lung immune niche in inflammatory autoimmune systemic diseases Silvia Laura Bosello  

12:00 | ILC2 in RA: the BALAR project Enrico De Lorenzis  

12:20 | Discussion 
 

13:00 | Lunch Break 
 

SESSION V – Emerging Therapeutics Chairpersons: Florenzo Iannone - Ennio Lubrano  

14:30 | IL-17 & IL-23 inhibition: what’s next? Francesco Ciccia  

14:50 | Deep tissue depletion of B cells induced by car-t in AID Maria Gabriella Raimondo  

15:10 | Latest advances in the treatment of Still’s disease Piero Ruscitti  

15:30 | GCA reloaded: new drugs in the rheumatologist’s toolbox Francesco Muratore  



15:50 | Discussion 
16:15 | Coffee Break 
Chairpersons: Roberta Ramonda - Domenico Di Raimondo  

16:45 | Mini-symposium – Sex and Immunity  

The impact of hormones in SpA development, progression and clinical manifestation Maria Sole Chimenti  

Treating women with SpA: sex matters Michelle Mulder  

17:30|EndofDay2  

 

SATURDAY 09  

SESSION VI - Connective Tissue Diseases  

Chairpersons: Chiara Baldini - Roberto Giacomelli  

08:30 | Personalized medicine in pSS for adult and pediatric patients Saviana Gandolfo  

08:50 | Do we have new chances to treat patients with pSS? Athanasios Tzioufas  

09:10 | Disease phenotypes in IgG4-related disease: implication for treatment and follow-up Lorenzo Dagna  

09:30 | Systemic sclerosis: are there new players in the pathogenesis? Francesco Del Galdo  

09:50 | Discussion  

10:30 | Coffee Break  

 



SESSION VII – Vasculitis  

Chairpersons: Michele Colaci - Carlo Salvarani  

11:00 | GCA and LVV: lights and shadows Cornelia Weyand  

11:20 | Biomarkers of disease activity in large vessel vasculitis Stefania Croci  

11:40 | EGPA: the pulmonologist point of view in the multidisciplinary assessment: from diagnosis to therapy Alida Benfante  

12:00 | New concepts in ANCA-associated vasculitis Augusto Vaglio  

12:20 | Discussion & Closing Panel 
12:30 | Round table: Rheumatology in Sicily- where are we now? 
Chairpersons: AnnaRita Giardina - Giuseppe Provenzano on behalf of the Sicilian rheumatology group  

13:30 | CME Evaluation Test  

Closing Remarks Giuliana Guggino  
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